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The Women‟s Suffrage Movement  

 

The rights of women all around the United States have never been believed to be as equal 

to the rights of men. In most societies women struggled to be recognized as an individual rather 

than being recognized under a man. Certain rights were fought for so that women possessed the 

power to control their own life. Rights as such as selective marital arrangements and the right to 

vote were the rights that were strongly fought for. Suffrage which is the right to vote is the 

biggest right fought for during this time period of the 1800s. Suffrage rights for women were 

finally won in 1920. Notable figures of the women‟s suffragist movement include Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. I will analyze the struggle these women went through to 

gain such rights, and also will analyze the long term effects of this movement on today‟s society.  

It is commonly believed the women‟s suffrage was only desired and fought for in 

England and the United States. Yet dynamic struggles for women‟s basic democratic right 

appeared in many countries in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. On the election day in year 

1920, millions of White American women finally exercised their right to vote for the very first 

time. It took women‟s suffrage activists and reformers nearly 100 years to win that right of 

voting, and the campaign was definitely not an easy one. Many disagreements over how the 

women should go about getting suffrage greatly threatened to weaken the movement on more 

than one occasion. But on August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment of the Constitution of the 



United States was finally ratified, empowering all American women and declaring for the first 

time that they, just like men, deserve all the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 

During the 1820s and 1830s, most American states had extended the franchise of voting 

to all white men, regardless of how much money or property they owned. At the same time, all 

sorts of reform groups were expanding all across the United States. There were temperance 

clubs, religious movements and moral-reform societies, anti-slavery organizations, and in many 

of these groups, women played a very prominent role. Women as such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

and Susan B. Anthony advocated many of these organizations focusing heavily on women‟s right 

majority of the time. In 1848 a group of abolitionists including Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 

Susan B. Anthony gathered in Seneca Falls, New York to discuss the major problem of women‟s 

rights. Most of the women that attended agreed .The White American women who attended 

believed that they should be self-governing and deserved their own political identities. While in 

Seneca Falls a Declaration of Sentiments document was produced by the delegates that stated: 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident," and also stated "that all men and women are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights, that among these are 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. What this document meant mostly was, among other 

things, was that they believed women should have the right to vote. 

As a result of the gathering at Seneca Falls, New York, at the rise of the 1850s, the 

women's suffrage movement began to quickly pick up speed. At this same time The Civil war 

began to take place. As a result of the Civil War the women‟s suffrage movement lost 

momentum and more focus was on the war at hand. After the war ended, the 14th and 15th 

Amendments to the Constitution of the United States began to raise familiar questions of 

suffrage and citizenship to women. The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, extends the 



Constitution's protection to all citizens, and defines "citizens" as "male"; the 15th, ratified in 

1870, guarantees black men the right to vote. At this time the women completely felt left out and 

began their fight to gain rights all over again. 

  

Some woman-suffrage advocates, among them Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, believed 

that this was their chance to push lawmakers for truly universal suffrage. As a result, they 

refused to support the 15th Amendment and even allied and unified with racist Southerners who 

argued that white women's votes could be used to balance votes cast by African-Americans. In 

1869, this concern formed a group called the National Woman Suffrage Association and began 

to fight for a universal-suffrage amendment to the federal Constitution. This group then began to 

fight for women‟s suffrage rights one state at a time. 
1
 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony were known as the mother of the 

Women‟s Suffrage Movement.
2
 Although Susan B. Anthony did not attend the Seneca Falls 

meeting as soon as she caught wind of the movement she immediately took action and formed 

her own female temperance society.  In 1851, William Lloyd Garrison and George Thompson, 

an English abolitionist, conducted an anti-slavery meeting in Seneca Falls in which Susan B. 

Anthony attended. Susan B. Anthony met Elizabeth Cady Stanton on the street while in New 

York. Immediately, Anthony and Stanton began their historic friendship of setting the stage for a 

break through to women‟s rights.
3
 Stanton and Anthony came together as a huge power house for 
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the movement. Anthony was gifted at speaking and used her witty speaking skills and tactics to 

capture the imaginations of thousands. Stanton‟s role was to be the thinker and writer.  

Suffragists indeed saw a constitutional door open to them to exercise the franchise of the 

right to vote when these two notable women came together. They acknowledged the first section 

of the Fourteenth Amendment, which gave due process and equal protection under the law to 

"persons" without qualifications as to gender. Under this legal claim, some women tried to vote 

but were refused or their ballots were put in separate boxes and not even counted at all. Susan B. 

Anthony was arrested for trying to vote. Susan B. Anthony successfully cast her vote by 

persuading the registrars that were in charge. She did not fold to the jail system when she was 

arrested for voting, and then became a heroine.
4
 She showed herself to be unwilling to submit 

because of her convictions.  

The event of Susan B. Anthony not willing to submit and pay her jail fines sparked a 

need for a new amendment to the Constitution of the United States.  A change was taking place 

now in the public eye. By the early 20
th

 century, women suffragists had successfully convinced 

an increasing number of people that the interests of the family itself extended beyond the four 

walls of the home and had to be protected in public by allowing voting wives and mothers. They 

believed now that women would bring an influence to politics and public life that they had never 

seen before. 
5
On August 26, 1920, final passage was achieved. The 19

th
 amendment had finally 

been ratified allowing women the right to vote. Times had finally changed. They had to suffer 

many setbacks and disappointments along the way before seeing their dream become a reality. 

The 19
th

 amendment simply states “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
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denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.” and “Congress shall 

have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation”. 
6
The Nineteenth Amendment was a 

great victory for women, which had been in the works for decades before its ratification. 

Achieving this milestone took lots of dedication and persistence of thousands of women all 

across the nation of America. Without the ratification of the 19
th

 amendment, women in today‟s 

society probably would not even have the jobs of lawyers and doctors or other jobs that were 

considered a man‟s job, let alone voting rights.  

The struggle for women did not end just because the 19
th

 amendment was ratified. 

Although women had finally won full voting rights in 1920, they did not really begin to have 

access to most political offices until well into the 1970's, and even in today‟s society, at the start 

of a new millennium, women are found in political office at a rate far lower than one would 

expect. This is a major problem considering that women represent one-half of the nation's 

population. Furthermore, women's access to the highest and most powerful political offices is 

still severely limited, both by prejudice and by the shortage of female office-holders at all levels 

in the workforce.  Just in recent years our nation has accepted the idea of leadership from a 

woman. The United States accept the idea of a woman as president when Hillary Clinton ran in 

the presidential election in 2008. Without all of the hard work from our mothers of women‟s 

suffrage, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony this world view of women would have 

never even happened. I am very thankful for all of their perseverance to the population of 

women. It gives me and my peers the foundation that we desperately need order to be able to 

campaign and take on leadership positions and also gives us the advantage to have a say so in 

political ballots. I am proud to say that I will have the opportunity to vote in the up-coming 
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presidential election. Without the finalizations of the 26
th

 amendment lowering the voting age 

down from 21 years of age to 18 years of age I would not be able to vote. It excites me to vote 

because i know that no women or blacks could vote. Being a young African-American woman 

makes me wonder what life would be life without such movement in the 1800‟s. Women of 

America will continue to thrive as a voice beside men and not under them.  
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