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Gandhi who lived from October 2, 1869 - January 30, 1948 is considered the father of the 

Indian independence movement. Gandhi spent twenty years in South Africa working to fight the 

issue of discrimination. It was there that he created his concept of satyagraha, satygraha is a non-

violent way of protesting against injustices against the Indian people. While he was in India, 

Gandhi's lifestyle, and the way he dressed made him well known by people. He spent his 

remaining years working diligently to both remove British rule from India as well as to better the 

lives of India's poorest working classes. Many civil rights leaders, including Martin Luther King 

Jr., used Gandhi's concept of non-violent protest as a model for their own struggles.  

Gandhi spent many years working to better Indians' rights in South Africa. During the 

first three years, Gandhi learned more about Indian problems, studied the law there, wrote letters 

to political officials, and organized petitions. On May 22, 1894, Gandhi established the Natal 

Indian Congress (NIC). The NIC began as an organization only for wealthy Indians; Gandhi 

worked diligently to expand its membership to all classes of people. Gandhi became well-known 

for his activism and his acts were even displayed by newspapers in England and India. Gandhi 

then had become a leader of the Indian community in South Africa. Gandhi's life and teachings 

inspired many who specifically referred to Gandhi as their mentor or who dedicated their lives to 

spreading Gandhi's ideas. 



In 1896, after living three years living in South Africa, Gandhi sailed to India with the 

intention of bringing his wife and two sons back with him. While Gandhi was in India, there was 

a bubonic plague outbreak. Poor sanitation and living conditions was believed to be the cause of 

the spread of the plague, Gandhi offered to help inspect latrines and offer suggestions for better 

sanitation. Although others were willing to inspect the latrines of the wealthy, Gandhi personally 

inspected the latrines of the lower class people as well as the rich. He found that it was the 

wealthy that had the worst sanitation problems.  He was assassinated on 30 January 1948, shot at 

point-blank range by  a man named Nathuram Godse. Prior to his death, there had been five 

unsuccessful attempts to kill Gandhi, the first occurring in 1934. Gandhi was outside on the steps 

of a building where a prayer meeting was going to take place. He was surrounded by a part of his 

family and some followers when three gunshots killed him. Because Gandhi was so loved by his 

followers the man involved in the  shooting crime was arrested and tried in a trial. 

 


